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Reaſons T met with to determine p pinion. 


Evq uirer after Truth ought to become as 1 lietle Chil 
; 


Opinion generally do) of being whimſical or mad. Th 


RR n 
— Oy Fou demand of me 1940 I came to t ci 60 4 
_* yourably of the Prophets? ſince you du 


have been 3 or 4 times amongſt them, and me 
with nothing that could convince you 1 0 
5 were of God. In anfwer thereto, 1 i ht 

you the Method I made uſe of in my Enquiry, an 


- 


1 heard i ic once. preſs d by one of the Inſpir 4, that Fr 


Free from all Fe of of a teachable Di olition ;.3 
J and every Man muſt own, het none are fitly qual Ul to 
feek Truth but thoſe thet are fo, 

This being fo; And I our in Peoples Eng uities in. 
to this Subject, every Man me with Prefuaioes and 
Prepoſſeſſions of his own. 105 was na Wonder to me that ng 
more met with a Conlon: ; bur the Wonder Was on . 
other ſide, That fo chang 9 | 
For the Doctrine it 1 (hough evident inthe Scrip ures) 

yet ſo > Jong q 2 time having el and this promis d King- 

riſt not having come (though expected in the 

Apoſtle Times) has made many to belieye it never wow'd - 
come. And to falve the Veracity of God, interpret the 
plain Promiſes of it in a Metaphorical Sence. nd tho 
there has been here and there an Ingenious Ma ul ihe a free 
Thinker, that has endeavour'd to reſcue the 171 of God 
from thefe perverſe Conſtructions; ;. yet, the Unhelievin ine 


being by much the Majority, having determin'd Truth, 


they” do Elections, by the greater number ot Voices. "And 
thoſe Gentlemen baye bore * Brand (as the weaker ſide In 


fay has prejudiced the greateſt part of the Clergy, : 
know how far their Leaven prevails, with the Peaple., And 
jo en the very Pretenſions to ag extraordinary Gift af. the 

pirit of God; as in the Apoſtles Times, and to. Prophec "4 
and. to the working of Miracles, after our Divines have io 


A 2 often 


N N * or : 


a 4 8 0 * . * ; 
. * *. = * era 
f 8 
$ 
S — 
* % * ” 
= + . . 
* _ 
x ” 
F | 
: 
* * 
4, 
* 


often told the People that there was no manner of neceſlity 
for it, nor were they to be expected, is what to be ſure has 
prejudiced againſt this the majority of Chriſtians, who 
generally, to ſave themſelves the trouble of thinking and 
examining, take as Divine Oracles, all that the Paſtor tells 
them from his Pulpit. | 


When one may as well enquire, whether, ſince the extra- 


ordinary teaching of the Holy Spirit of God is of ſuch ex- 


eeeding Advantage to the Church, and that the Church had 

the Gifts extraordinary of the Holy Ghoſt for almoſt 300 
Years after our Savour's time amongſt them, and he had 
promis'd it them to the end of the World; it was not 
their Pride that contemn'd the plain Preaching of the Spi- 
Tit, and the Degrneracy of Chriſtians that griey'd the Holy 
Spirit, and cauſed him to withdraw > And now the Clergy, 
to have it thought that they are not leſs in the favour of 
God than the firſt Chriſtians were, (tho they have not this 
extraordinary Communion with God) perſwade the World 
it is not neceſſary. But however that may be, tis evident 
by almoſt each ones Behayiour, that Prophets in theſe Days, 
is what they never dream'd of, and what they are unwilling 
to believe, Tho why Chriſtians ſhould not have that pri- 
vilege, as well as the Fews, I can't ſee a Reaſon ; ſince tis 


. evident from Scripture, that Prophecy continued after our 


Saviour's time, and is by the Apoſtle, enjoin'd to be, amongſt 
the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, chiefly defir'd. | 
And if this State of 'the Church's Triumph is to come 
here on Earth, in which the Will of God is to be done, as 
it is in Heaven, as our Lord order'd us to pray for, I could 
not ſee that any thing leſs than the pouring out of the 
Spirit of God on all Fleſh could bring it to that paſs. And 
therefore thought an impartial Enquiry ought to be made 
into any thing that looks like a pouring out of the Spirit 
of God; and the more ſo, becauſe thoſe that go not forth 
and meet the Bridegroom, when the Cry is made, Will be 
far ever excluded the Marriage - Feaſt. 0 
L having obſerved an Error in ſome in their Enquiries into 
this Subject, that when they had put it on one Foot, and 
were preſt with an Objection that overthrew it there, then 
they went on ſolving this Appearance on another Founda- 


tion; and when they met with a rub on that foot, danc'd 
& back to the firſt, and ſo deceiy'd themſelves. 0 
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I [Reſolved to take another Courſe, and to examinè this Ap- 
peaxrance under all the Heads I could put it, every one by 
1 ſelf; which 1 brought to theſe Four, vit. 


bez £3 


1 Contrivance, 
2 A Diſeaſe, - 


e Da... 

4 4 Or, The Holy Spirit of God. 1 
And I think theſe 4 Heads comprehend all the Ways 
under which we can conſider it; fo I began with Contti- 


Vance. | h e 
And in my Enquiry on this Head, I firſt examin'd into the 
Lives and Characters of the Perſons thus pretending to In- 
ſpiration; for I was certain that no Conſcience leſs than 
the moſt harden'd, could impiouſſy and blaſphemouſly ſet 
up to ſpeak by the Holy 1 of God, as the Prophets 
did, when at the ſame time he knew the contrary. 8 
But J found them Men of ſober Lives and Converſations, 
ſuch as heretofore frequented the Aſſemblies for Religious 
Worſhip, Men of good Characters amongſt their Neigh- 
bours. In ſhort, as far as Man can Judge (that knows net 
the Heart) pious and devout Chriſtians, and to have the 
Fear of God before their Eyes. | | 


* - 


I then conſider'd what might be the Motives that couid 
put Men on ſuch a piece of horrid Impiety ;- and thoſe I 
rought to Three, viz. - wo | 
1 Ambition, 
—_— | | min, 
3 Or to ſerve our Enemy by Embroiling us. 


As to the firſt, I found none amongſt the Inſpir'd (which 
are now above 3o that ſpeak ) that were ever look'd oa to 
be Men of Ambitious Heads, that conld take any great 
Pleaſure in being the Chiefs of a new Party, or that had 
Abilities for ſuch a Deſign, ws bs 
And that ſome others, not pretending to Inſpiration, 
were the chief Promoters of it underhand ; who had Abj- 
lities I could ſee little Reaſon for. . Ce 
Firſt, Becauſe they could never be accounted the Chief 
of a new Se& that are not Preachers in it. For the conver- 
ted would be apt to reverence the Inſtruments of their Con- 
verſion, rather than a Convert, as themſelves, though ne- 
ver ſo great amongſt them. g 4 3 | S-. 
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-: /Secandly, The Doctrine they teach, is the reverſt- af all 
Ambitious Deſigns + For they teach that all ſhall be imme- 
diately taught of God, from the ſt to the leaſt. And 
conſonant to this, there is about goo that have already 
the previous Tokens of being Speakgrs,. and the number of 
them increaſe daily; ſo that inſtead of. being a Sect eſta- 
bliſh'd under one or two Heads 1 5 to have the Ho- 
nour of it) it is Hkely to be a Party of 7 3 which, 
by the way, evidenc't this to me, That unleſs they are ce- 
mented and united by the one Spirit, as is pretended; they 
muſt of courſe ſoon fall to the Ground. , "FIT 
-'zhi#4ly, The Inſtruments choſen were not proper for the 
work, for they are not crafty cunning Knaves, fit to 


generally fuch as have been adcounted-phaity 


; | ; honeft, well. 
meaning People; forms of them Boys aud Girls; 'of 2, 4, 
8, II, and 13 Years of Age ; Servant-Maids, and ſome of 
them very ignorant, as is evident by their Converſations; 
Which, if a Contrivance, made me believe the Heads not 
very wiſe, to truſt the Secret with fo many, and ſuch as 
are ſo very unlikely to Keep it. 
Nowy I could not think that ſome might be impos'd on in 
this, for (as I ſhall ſhew in the 2d Head) every one that 


is agitated muſt either be over-ruled by a - Power, 


oy elſe muſt know that he does it of himſelf; and if ſo, 
then I muſt ſuppoſe, that of the 200 now agitating their 
Bodies, there was not one who had in the leaſt the Fear of 
God before him, which I could not in Chriſtian Charity 
R 5 | 
But then I confider'd their Speeches, Prophecies and Ex- 
hortations ; and though I might imagine ſome of them of 
Parts enough to frame inch, yet I am certain the greateſt 
part of the Speakers are not; if fo, then ſome wiſer Heads 
muſt-contrive them, and the Speakers learn them by heart. 


And I took the more Pains to examine into this Matter, 


becanſe I found all their Diſcourſes, though never two a- 
like, yet all on the fame Subject. All conformable to 
Truth and the Word of God. And though the Speakers 
had been of different Religions, yet nothing of their old 
Tenets ever crept into their Diſcourſes: But on the con- 
trary, I have heard fome of them, in their Warnings, ſpeak 
againft Opinions that to my Knowledge they have eimer 
14 1 42 an 2581, 24 eme 


| Day. ; 


anſwer'd. 
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embraced. This gave ſome Ucmbrage chat they might all 


me from one'Forge. e.. 

But againſt this, 1 found that every particular Perſot 
ſpoke in his or her own: Dialect, and expreſt the things 
in the ſame Terms and Phraſes that he or ſhe at other times 
us'd (conformable to the ancient Prophets, as is manifeſtly 
ſeen in the Difference of Iſaiabs Stile, who is thought to 
be à Prince, and that of Amos a Cowherd.) Now twas 
ſueh os qr of Difficulty to Frame 2 or 3 Diſcourſes a Day 
for one of 20 or 25 People (for I am certain ſo many 


of the number muſt want them) all in their own Dialect, 


and all different, that I cannot think any two Heads in 
Europe. are capable to do it. 9 8. 1 2200 
But another Difficulty was, that theſe ſeveral Inſpired 
live at Places remote from each other, and it is rare that 
they all meet together, except at their Publick Aſſemblies; 
ſo I could not well conceive how theſe feveral Diſcourſes 
could with Sectecy be convey d to each of them every 

But ſuppoſing all that, yet I found the Capacities of moſt 
of the Perſons. as unable to learn theſe Diſcourſes: off by 
Heart, and repeat them in à Publick Aſſembly; without 


miſſing a Word, as they were to frame them. 


Another Argument againſt this was, that though ſome of: 
theſs pretending to Inſpiration, have thoſe about them 
that narrowly watch their Behaviour, and would be glad 
to find any ſuch Thing, yet have never either caught the 


Mieſſenger carrying theſe Diſcourſes, nor the perſons labour- 


ing ar them, nor ever found any of their Papers, as evet [ 


could hear of. | 


But that which is ſill more againſt this; is the number 

of theſe Speakers increaſing ſo faſt; and moſt of them has 
ving 2 or 3, or more Diſcourſes every Day, and all diffe- 
rent, without the Framers increaſe, in like proportion, 
they can never diſpatch the Buſineſs; And if the Forgers 
Increaſe in proportion, then are not their ambitious Defigus 


” 
* . — . 


Well, then being L could not ſee any: great Reason to | 
think ir was a Deſign to gratify any Mens: Ambition 1 be. 


gan to conſider whether it might not be done for Gais. 
Beranſe a great number of theſe Inſpir d, are not in che 


moſt flourifhing Circumſtances, . 
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But then the Queſtion was, Whenee muſt the the Day 
eome from? For though there are ſome Gentlemen amony 

them that are Men of conſiderable Eſtates, yet if they 
could not have an ambitious Deſign anſwer'd in it (as 1 
thought it plain they could not) I can't ſee to what end they 
fould give away their Money. AT 


- Beſides, tis no little matter will do; for there are already 
200 that muſt be in Pay, and the number increaſing daily. 
And we can't ſuppoſe that ſome of them, who are Men of 
Buſineſs, and heretofore of Credit, wil forfeit all, run the 
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hazard of their Lives and Reputations, and very lixely of 


their Eternal Welfare, for a ſmall Penfion. And any one 
will find, on a Computation, that rooOO l. a Year, divided, 


would be but a poor Recompence for what the) are to un- 


dergo for it. But from what Engliſh Gentleman that 1000061, 
muſt come, or for what purpoſe, I could not fee, : 

Well, then I conſider'd with the Mobb, ſuppoſing the Mo- 
ney come from France, or the Court of Rome; and theſe 
are ſet on work to imbroil and weaken us at this Critical 


Juncture of the War. | 


But againſt: this, I found the principal Perſons among 


them to be ſuch as had all their Lives been look'd on as 
Lovers of their Country, and ſome of them, ſuch as have 


appear d eminent in aſſerting the Liberty and Property of 


the Subject, to the hazard of their Lives and Fortunes. Not 


one amongſt them any ways inclining to Popery, but ſuch 
as all their Lives hitherto, in their Profeſſion of Religion, 
had appear d the reverſe of it. 


Aut to be ſet on work by either of theſe Courts, would 
require a prodigious Sum. For to be ſure theſe Gentlemen, 


I, 2; 3 and 4oocol. a Year, that expoſe themſelves'a- 


mongſt them, can't have a leſs Annual Penſion than the 
Yearly Income of their Eſtates. And if we look Abroad, 


we ſhall ſee that both France and Rome may lay out their 


to more advantage. 


id 2 - 


"Pele 


es, this is not a+ Contrivancs of either of thoſe - 


Courts, who never truſt their Secrets among ſo many; and 
Lam apt to believe the Court of Rome has found their In- 
tereſt in fomenting our Diviſions ſo little, that they will 
hardly be at any great Expence to encourage them. 
But againſt both theſe Heads of Gain, and a deſign to 

{ Imbroil us, the ſame Objections, as to carrying E * 
. | FLO Work, 
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Mot ives o it. 


Another Argurient with + me againſt 2, Contriyz 
Was to ſee a little Girl of 4 Years 3 have theſe — 4 
tions very frequently, and in ſuch 4 manner, eat 
thought not in the Power of W to. perform. 
that which further perſwaded me, to believe them, 
natural, was to fee a little Chil 4. 0 eſe than 3 . 
old, (I think uncapable of bei taught) have the like Fits 

So in like manner have I ſeen ſame Poſtures of their 
Bodies, ſuch as I coud not. ſolye. by all the Rules of. 
Mechaniſm, And What had ſome weight with me 12 think 
it not a Contrivance, was to ſee them all practice in 
Private, "wht they profeſſed in Pablick, (.) $1 
for God,. and his Holineſs, and coſtant Prayer, an 
Praiſes, fo him,” 


But that Which fully determined me i if this Point, was | 


their Predieh 10 Figs Miraculous to be. wrought, . with-. 


in a determined time by them. And that time very. ſhort.” 
And declating to the World. that if the TE HE of: Gad,. 
does nor before the 29th of April next, atteſt the work, 
bes wal own themſelyes.deluded. 1 
he le Conkiderations made. me believe, 3s 1 hop they | 
9 5 u, that the people Nen in Earneſt, and t. it n | 
110 ly Deſign was amongſt them. a 
Then 1 began to - Confi 1 Whether any Diſeaſe,” or 1 
Power in Nature, could make Men thus Speak, an 


And in ts thereto, 1 ee it Lage] ed | 


1+ i 2732188 Fond or Sarda I ern mol I 
74 = E: 2; Enthuſiaſtick Mehl, AA TY 
512839 216: 3. Or Epileptic Canyullive A e 47 
80 mes = reading what account the Pap bitte 

give of e \ all L cad confider it under. hs 
The Fit appears with Rage and Fury, 1 


idicuſous in every fing they do. . 
Therefore "1 could not dolby ink the e Perſons (6; 
NR they 'appear'd at all times perfectly in their right” 
Minds; always endued with N. and Diferctlon; 3 mana. 


ged 
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1 Wiſdom, even exceeding theirs Hatural 
dently appeared to — higheſt Tnjuſtic: 
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ver ; gave ine but edle reaſon. 


yh 1 trays at ns tin s, by tle Viſage, 

2 10 ly 1 1 the Diſtraction, aud Fifry of : 
e leaſt Difference, 
u in the Complexions of the Inſpired, even in 
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to charge 83 ee Wen '&ventin-.thoſe extatic 

15 the Aſperſipn,- they; had 
Judgment, —4 
ande perten that or | 


5 0% 
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W, | ceive the dealt reafon to alle Wa of theſe Caul 

D- 1 tothe > Pecſoiy Inſpired, they he! 1 teh W 6 aud 
. — Circumſtances render'd it Impoffible, as lict LE 
„„ who know not the Paſſion 0 10 95 vor 5 his of 


nu. Poverty or Difgrace. And on the other Hand the A 
pn, | Prudence, Behaviour, and plentiful WE 00 the 
1 J 81 yd | the leaſt Suſpicion of 1 

BY oi erſon Mad without any cauſe | 
28 gone but a Fool ( | thought ) wound! 10 2 5 fo,. HY 


= 7 then I 0x ALLY a little into e 
4 ; Ant; 95 ee and Feng il 

mn - always appear avy, and. thou 
-_— = ray full l of exceed Aden Notions Ro 
1 but ef ectally of God, and. Religion, that Fas 
le, ag 8 their time in an empty Zeal far, and 7 
er dow ot it. And therefore I met with Convict 
l. to ſatisfy, me, that the Inſpired. Perſons cqu 
ranked under this Head. becauſe I knew ne 
ch. do be Nen of quits different Diſpoſitions, 
© lively Conftitytion, and then the Subject ir 1 
Fe. 1 Warnings, 1 iſcourſes, 4 as any 1075 LN 9e) being 
ed. 2 Orthodox, and Pu bel z exa fly. agreeable fo. e to the Holy pri- 

Reaſon. 
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1 ptures, and the : ot the leaſt alle Do 

- or Erronequs Principle taught, or 7 

an 7 but Purity of 5 12 and Mangers preſs d 4 PHT 
Y 1 ſuffici lene alone 2 convince me chat 2 hach nat 
ad 3 - fuch whimſical Brains, 

ii. But beſides, When J bad wender what bat for 
d concerning this Sort of Madneſs, it then, fhew'd it fehf 
10 =: the more unlikely it ſhou'd be Ay Wen they allem it 
ad 1 s generally occaſioned 6 Over - thinking, witha previot 
„ Diaries of Re Idom Wag Men of Lahour an 


er 4 Exerciſe ) which increaſes the fame. So that, when their : 
ne, Minds are filled with variety of Thoughts. drawn from 
is, 7 Study, or their own unſettled Brain, it zaiſes à ein Au: 


le dition of forming New 0 61 and 2 Fondneſs of an 
as, Intimacy, or Communion with Now L ay, I feund 
ww: | the Inſpired o "A erent Tempers 99200 ſtitnelons; that 

7 


ome of them were Perſons of Labour and Exerciſe ; ;: and 
| | what 4 


32 


BK ors Word ora n, ſpoke or done, as out of them, 
them, and affording a Delight. 
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Phat was of moſt weight with me, that the ſeveral Chil- 


% 


fen (Who are utterly. uncapable of ſuch, Studies, or ot 


ach” dpſigning Ambitious Refletions, and [therefore im. 
- poſſible to paye this Diſeaſe, ) were Inſpired * Sh 


| | nd, laſt Head, the 
ileptic Convulſive Fits, 1 found they were always at- 
ö ended. with Feavers, or IIlneſs, which oltentimes ſuf- 
Free Fee Ar li 
{© my prov d Mortal, always haye a dilorderly Pulſe, 
dhe Perſon full ot Pain and Anguiſh, (if ſenſible at all) 
- otherwiſe diveſted io a manner of Life and Motion, and 
Whieh (if they recover ) frequently .deprives them of 
great” ſhare of the Underſtanding they bad before. 80 
"thi nete needed little more than mentioning them, for a 
. to me, that theſe Perſons were not afflicted 
Viech this Diſeaſe, for they conſtantly enjoy an entire 
tate of Health, and in their Extatic Fits are as ſenſible 


And upon Enquiry: into the zd and 


11 0 nds perfectly Free and Eafie, Their Pulſe (38.1 
I' before) true aud regular, and that violent Motion 

"of Body (as they have 'feyerally arfimed ta me) eaſy, to 
1 And indeed it muſt be ſo. For. one of the Inſpired 
Tolemnly declared tö me, that in the middle of laſt Sum- 
mer ſhe was violently agitated, without Intermiſſion from 
ock Mernigs, to 2 the next, and as freſh and 

Nyely when fhe came out of them, as before ſhe 9 8 i 


Aich (1 thought ) nothing but a ſupernatural Aſſiſtance 
r wp 3 


Aud to aſerige the Appearances to the Power of a 
-heiphren'd' Imagination, [thought very ablurd and ridicy- 
us, For all the Operations of Fancy, (however Wi 
up by artful Motives, as Charms, or a prepoſſeſs d Promiſe. 
oi: Obtaining any thing defir'd,) the Spring is the Deſire 
of the, '$8ul," and which When raiſed to its higheſt pitch 
diſcharges it ſelf/ and then Languiſhes and palls. But this 
in every thing appears directly Oppoſite, gradually increaſes, 
ud Riſes to more and more Perfection. But what pur 
it beyond diſpute was the Health, and Circumſtances: of 
dhe Perſons, as the Children who know not how to work 
up their Fancy, or have it workt on. But that which was 
more and an undoubted evident and demonſtrable Proof 
ton meß that it cou'd not be Fancy, was (that 11 10 
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(E23 ) 1 55 
allow it is workt up by deſire of the Perſon,) that I knew 
veral who earneſtly deſired the Agitation, and conſtantly 


1- . frequented the Aſſemblies, and yet have them not, and 
| others that never deſired them, ſcarce ever ſaw them, and 
je yet chaye been ſeized; which ſhewed there was another 
2 ut the Aſſertion that theſe Motions are catching, ſeemed 
E, 


more ridiculous to me than the other, for that is ſup- 
75 — it ſuch 4 Diſeaſe as the Plague, Smalbpox, Meaſles, 
4-which-Aurely no Body can be ſo ſenceleſs as to aſſert) 
or elſe, that there are ſome ſecret Particles of Matter 
0 fly ing from one Body: to another, as is ſuppos'd in Sym- 
a J pathy, and Antipathy, which is what the beſt Heads have 
d ; - t undetermin'd ;- Vet, this I. thought we were certain 
e ef, that if they;Aﬀtat all, it was by Agreement, and 
b Similitude of Parts, and if fo, it was obviouſly- impoſſible 
D F For two Contraries to agree, and yet they muſt, if it be ſup- 
1 pos d, that Perſons: having an Averſion to any thing 
A mould be affectingly ſeizd by it. 
Neither has yet, as ever I could learn, been any Medi- 
I cine found out in Nature, that will produce any:theilike 
d A ppearances, without manifeſtly deſtroying the Health, 


N- tit not killing the Perſon that took it.. i 
m Baut, I ſoon ſolved all theſe. Appearances, and perceived) the 
d Fi and Unreaſonableſs: of _ theſe Imputations,iby 4 diligent 
. peruſal ot the Holy Scriptures; for, both in thezOld 
ce and New. Teſtament, it plainly appears, that there were 
- +#F -vifible Tokens of the Spirit, when upon or in the Prophets 
a 3 and Apoſtles ; as the Spirit of the Lord came upon me, ſaid 
u- the Prophet; which! ſhews the Spirit of the Lord was not 
8 always upon him, and that he knew when it was, or was 
ie. not. And the Spirit on Saul was ſo diſtinguiſhable, that 
re J thoſeabout him kney when it came upon him, and when 
ch it left him, Eliſha is found play ing on a Timbrel, to 
TO invite as it were, or put his Soul into a fit frame to 
IP receive the Spirit, which he wou'd;.not have done, if it 
ur had been always upon him, or if he did not know when 


of tit was, or was not. And ſo the Spirit repreſented; by:/a 
rk Fire in David's Tongue, and in Feremiab's Bones, which 
as 3 often, forced them to ſpeak contrary to their Reſolutions; 


of AF * uſomuch that they .complain'd of an intollerable Bur? 
then, that they were ready to burſt with it till venteds 
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plainly: indicated a Power ſeparate and Superiour to their 
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The Prophet that anointed Fehn King, had frxch- whhle 
Tokens, as made che Princes that ſat with him, ask what 
that Madman wan tod. But the LXX senders it plainer in 
the Greek, and calls him an Epileptiok Man, that is, What 
dick this making Man want with thee, 2 Kings, Cha 9. M 11. 
Aull their Tranſlation of the gth Chapter of Hoſes, and the 
.»th- Verſe, is fo plain, that the Prophets had fach Extatic 
{ ſhaking Fits, when the Spirit was upon them, that it can 
⁰ο⁰ way be evaded; ſo likewiſe Feremiah and the reſt of the 
- Brophets were eſteemed Madmen by the people. Fer: C. 9. v. 26, 
27% which confequently implied they had ſome Signs gf 
Madneſs (and what thoſe Signs are, moſt. know) and 
indeed, from ſeveral Paſſages in Sacred Writ, they muſt ap- 
*pear ſo to a prejudiced Perſon. A for Inſtance, Sauls ty. 
fog Naked David dancing befere the At; Lſeiab walking 
through the Streets with his Buttocks bare; Eliſh and t 
King of Iſrael a Shooting; Feremiab with a Yoke about his 
Neck, or hiding his Girdle in the Rock; Exek/el battering 
in his own Dung, drawing Jeuſalem on a Tile, and be- 
feging and raiſing Batteries againſt it; and Hoſers mar- 
"Trying a Common Where. 1 fay theſe and ſuch-Hke, 
by ſome, would be thought ma and ridiculous, yet the 
were the Commands of the Fountain of Knowledge, . 
H don't doubt) carried in them Superlative Wiſdom. 
And not only in the Old Teſtament, but in the New, I 
found that the Apoſtles, at the Day of Pentecoff,, were by 
gl} the People fuppos d Drunk. Now, conſidering what 
were the Tokens of a drunken Man, I could not reaſona- 
bly ſuppoſe they lay under that Calumny, for ſpeaking in 
the Languages of the feveral Nations; for that muſt be the 
—_ of 1 Learning and Sobriety, But otherwiſe, that che 
foly Ghoſt fil'd them with fuch Joy and Raptures, with 
ſuch viſible Signs on their Bodies, às à ſhaking and ſtagger- 
ing, and by the Impulfe of the Spirit foreing them to 
ſpeak with ſuch Violence, dividing their Words fomewhat 
like the ſtammer ing of a drunken Man. n 
From thoſe Confiderations, 1 'twas reaſonable 
te eonclude, that every Perſen ought to be exceeding cau- 
vious how ke attributes the Agitations or other es of 


wan. 2 of cheſe Inſpired perfons, under Couſideration, to 


— 
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ons, Teſt the Jhitances produced quit of ſacred Writ, 


Whatever may. be ju 


ns 


mputations; for it ig 


d to lolve 
eee ee 


be liable to the fame ; 


apparent. that 
thaſe Appearances, 


Being therefore, by the. before-mentioned. Confid erations, 


ett r 


at the Inſpired Perſons were neithet 
Itripoſtors,, M 


ideale n 1N J then conſider d, 
whether, We chem to be honelt nere, well. meaning 


0 

| Perſons, Rey yet might not be Ache, and ſo this great 

1 garance be only a Satailical Deluſion; which, though 
tia 


commonly objected, yet ſeem d to me, upon an Impar- 
Examination, to be incumbred with the moſt unſur- 


motintable. Difficulties : For in the firſt place, 


con er. d that Ne God had in his Holy Word 
dec SHR a. Being, jealous of his Honour, and had 
ſaid, Th at He would not give his Glory to another. 


1 P ald not therefore think it reconcileable to the Truth of 


this Declaration, and, At Notions we have of his awful 
rretiiend ous? mae ppoſe that he has'ſo.long-permit- 
tedahis. declared —— bo aſſume his Character, to ſpeak 
in Ns Name, to W Fl the Homage and Adorations of his 
Creaiires,.cven t Creatures that God himſelf has 
5 he made, to rn render him che Tribute of Praiſe end 


give next irre d the. H Siency.aulq 
1115 'Goodn Wa 185 Ach Creatures ; the rand wa 
wi ionate. me: in the Holy Scriptures, of the good 
that God bears, to thoſe chat ſincerely worſhi 
B Baa th is c 


S 


I 658. Him; 1415 oor * the. Conduct of the 
N Intereſt, no 


1725 Prof 125 ern for rhe Glory 

Ye pay TRE . Fouls, that were 

e . 
| t vera NN ve t in t n 

that they HAI A A ays polüble to arrwe at 

THR. 2 "this. Important. Aﬀalr, by eighing and impar- 

tially conſidering dhe Arguments and Objections. on both 

| of lg em Bo thoſe Frlends that were moſt-ca-- 

1 407 Aj an impartial peruſal 

by frequently approach- 


with a reachable 


2 N 


| | . . and eee er, 2 ready Obedienee to 


1 


fiderd theſe Things, {found it very Gckcult t to e 1 
the God of unſpeakable Goodnefs and Mercy ſhould deli- 
ver up theſe Honeſt, Sincere, Well-meaning Chriſtians, into 
the Hands of the Grand Enemy of Souls, to be thus delu- 
ded, and to ſpeak the moſt: horrid Bla ſphemy, as it muſt be 
allowed the ſpeakigg in the Perſon of God is, if what is. 
faid' be not the Dictates of the Spirit of God; this I. 
thought was giving a Stone, when Bread was 
Metth. 7. zk d, and a Serpent inſtead of a Fiſh; Which, 
v."9, 10, if as our Saviour juſtly argues, is not ſuppoſe . 
11. able in 4 Mortal Man to his, Child, 1 thought 
it muſt be a ſtrange. n to allow that 
our Heavenly Father will do it; for if we, being Evil, 998. 
how to give good Gifts unto our Children, how, much more 
ſhall our Father, which is in Heayen, give good Things un. 
; to them that ask hiw. 
In the next place [ coffe derd; that ſappoſing that God 
Was not Jealous of his Honour, and that it was conſiſtent. 
with his Goodneſs, to deliver up the ſincere Enqufrers A 
him and his Ways, to be Tools in the Hands of the De, 
et I could find but little Rea ſon to believe, that the Deyil 
as now acting a Part quite counter to what he has been 
: doing ever fince the the Foundation of the World; He has 
always made it his Buſineſs to tempt and ſeduce Mankind 
from the diſcharge of their Duty; whereas the generat. 
Fenour of the Warnings, "eſpecially thoſe lately Aeliver d 
have a Jon sn conttary Tendeficy'; they, in a peculiar and 
beautiful manner diſplay the Kindneſs: and. Goodnefs df 
God to Mankind; they. fet forth and "$Killfully" preſs. the | 
great Obligations that Man lies under tö his Maker; ; "they" 
pp 75 the Folly And  Madfieſs" of Man's | affrontin 
+424 breaking Nis: Laws; 5 plaitly ſnhew that” 44 
5 both Tem poral and Eternal, is neceſſarily con-. 
nected with his Buty, and that he cannot neglect che ore. 
without the other ; they repreſent the Baſenefs and Inga 
titude of Man's abuſing the Toying Kindneſs and Mercy o 
sd gdod and gräcicus a Father a8 God has been to Mos vl 
Which 1 confiderd Was the moſt affecting Argum ent ie. * 
to thoſe chat have the leaſt Senſe of Thgennty 5 
from the Conſideration. of * \ F Arguments, | 
251 and pathetically urge efut* Return from g. 


his 
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wed ? 


| — im Duke, ' Cham 11, m 17%. Ge. . and 
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that "God bed as tis eee he would; ſend_ | 
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Perfons poſſeſſed by an 


18 


l um mn geg u geant ner ar obſerve: thar . 


Tem- | 


olinels,. Patie 
oh Gad and: aun Neigh- 
Wal: of God in all 
ane a true: Chriſti. 
— hh ah uk 

to 
ani deſtroy hn ins 
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could not but perceive: that: it was altagether- as applicable 
to 2328 as to that: Which obliged me take notice af 
the ſtr ange prejudice of maſt Pexfons 3: who, though: tis 
highly probable: that the tzlarious Kingdom af the Meſſiah 
is near 8 as will by what: I Gall offer by 


pproackang, as 
2 b 15, 
Ie and 


Fed them neavey and; neirer unto God, and preach up: the 


Bs Precepes of the Goſpel, perform the Office of the 4 
runner of 


Chriſt coming in his Glory that he ſhall 
be divided againſt himſelf, and preach up Righteoufneſs 
with an extraqrdinasy- Force as 
preack up Wickedna(s in-anothe 


r rather thaw: believe, 


forth + Voice to ck 
the B 
Lamps, get ow their. 
the Martiage-Feaſt, 5 af the Lamb. 


prepare tor the coming of 
might have time to trim their 


I think it not improper in this place, fe mention the Þ 
Condition of a young Woman; ha having fer ſome --} 
Years been in a deſpairing Coadition, 


attending to to the Diſcaurſes of. the 


of the Mercy and Favour of Gad 


own Reading, und the Obſervatian of athers; in ela tion 


to the Behaviour, ; Currin, and other Cirenmſtances of | 

Spirit. I found that ſueh pole | 
ſeſſed Perfons were always fpiteful and melietens to theit 
2 were ready ta da * * might eure [ 
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Energy in ona Place, i 


- Garments, and ſa go in 10 | 


* das, pubs: b, 
ed; Perſons, been 
— to entertain favourable Hopes, and comfortab le 4 


the next: place, in order. te form a true Judgment of 
this matter, 1 conßdered what 1 could regollest frem mm 
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their Perſons, or ruin their Reputations and Eſtafes ;/and, 
in reſpect to their own perſons, that they were often flung 
into the Dirt, thrown into the Fire, and hurried to the 
Commiſſion of ſuch things, as manifeſtly tended to their 
Ruin; and that the Things ſo by them committed, appa 
rently ſnhewed the Nature and Temper of that Spirit that 
poſſeſſed them; whereas, on the contrary, the Spirit that 
over · rules the Inſpired Perſons produces quite different Ef- 
ects; it is generally attended with a Devout Temper of 
Mind, an Elevation of the Soul to God, an humble Reſig- 


nation to the Will of God in all Things, and a ſincere un- 


affected Love to their Neighbours; and, in reſpect to the 
Body, it leaves it in the ſame habit and ſtate of Health 
in which it found it; from whence I thought it was eaſy 
to conclude, that the Spirit that over- ruled the Inſpired 
Perſons, was not an Evil Spirit, becauſe the Effects it pro- 
ances; that 
conſtantly attend the Poſſeſſion of the Devil. 
In the next place I conſider d thoſe Arguments the Apo- 
ſtles urged as Proofs of their own Inſpirations; the7̃ 
mention the Gift of Prophecy, the Gift of Languages, 
the Gift of Prayer and Praiſes unto God, the Gift 
of diſcerning Spirits, and the Miniſtration of the ſame 
Spirit unto others by laying on of Hands; now tis 
apparent that theſe Gifts are beſtowed: upon theſe Inſpired 
Perſons: If therefore we may ſuppoſe that God has given 
the Devil Authority to beſtow theſe Gifts, what hinders us 
from believing that he may give him a Power alſo ta 
work Miracles; and if ſo, what ſecurity can we have, that 
any Revelation which we believe to have been from God, 
is really ſo; fince; if we ſo readily allow that God has 
given the Devil Power to beſtow thoſe Gifts Juſt now men- 
tioned, as Proofs of, and Atteſtations to, his Deluſions, 
what Reaſon have we to beiieve that God did not give the 
Devil that Power in the Apoſtle's Times; I concluded 
therefore, that it well became all Perſons to be exceeding 
cautious in this matter, leſtʒ by attributing the Appear- 
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| ances in this Diſpenſation to @ Satanical Deluſion, they, 


more than they are aware of, undermine the Divine Autho- 


WE rity of thoſe Writings, which we believe to be, and un- 
bed are, che Revelstions of God.- 


The 
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| The: ſeveral Matters I have now mentioned under this 
Head of Satanical Deluſion did appear to me to have a 
great deal of Force; but I will confeſs to you, Sir, that 
what fully determined me in this Point, the force of 
which I think it impoſſible for any Man to elude, is what 

I ſhall now mention, and ſo conclude this Head. The Holx 
Seriptures in many Places mention it as an Attribute pro- 
per only to the Almighty, to know the Secrets of Men's 
Hearts; and, if the Scripture had not been ſo expreſs in 
this Partieular, I could ſee but little Reaſon to believe 

- _ that any created Being had ever enjoy d that extenſive 

. Privilege. Now the Inſpired Perſons all unanimouſ- 
ly agree, that their mental Prayers have been immediate- 
2 anſwer d by the Mouths of others; that of this the In- 

ſtances are numerous, and that in ſuch Particulars, as 
could ſcarce poſſibly come within the gueſs of the moſt 
Sagacious created Being; nay, Sir, I do affirm to you, that 

I my ſelf, though not Inſpired. am an Inſtance of this, 

for my moſt Secret Thoughts have in various Inſtances, 

and upon different Occaſions, been revealed to me by ſome 

8 of the Inſpired Perſons; from whence I thought I might 
| conclude, that if Scripture is to be depended on, which 1 
hope you do not doubt of, the ſeveral Appearances in this 
Diſpenſation eannot poſſibly be accounted for, by allowing 
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it to be a Satanical Deluſio e. g 
Having: thus examined into it by my Reaſon, and find- 
ing I: could not ſolve; the Appearance that way, I reſolved 
to bring it to the laſt and beſt Teſt,” the already revealed 
— 8 Will of God. 5 5 1 f ino 9-1 f 2 
So L conſidered the Doctrine taught, the Sum of which 
i t e enn 1 N | | 
That God in his Love through Chriſt Jeſus, will re. 
ſtore to Mankind what Man loſt by his Corruption and 
Degeneracy, vix. That the whole Creation ſhall appear in 
its primitive Beauty, and Man regain the Perfection of 
Adam; and his immediate Communion with God. 1 5 
that this great Reſtoration ſhall be brought about 4 | 
the Spirit of God being poured out on all that thirſt 
after it, and the wicked 'Deſpiſers of it being deſtroyed 
with Judgments from eff the Face of the Eartng. 
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dd tvokitig urito ehe Sur iptuwet, I fund it winde aid, 
mau a regain: in ©hrift, "ihe de loſt ah Adam. 
| 1nd miginy Things expetted ut whe Dine of tar Lots 
being reveabell from Heaven, I find ul along in the New 
Teſtament, a ;plovious Kingdom «ddforibed; rand generally 
caſte the Kingllom of God, or he Kingtom-of e- 
ven; and :find that chis Kingdom was motto tue place 
ord ue he u Ar . Eid Apo 
Lord t ius mo pray Tor nt, hing, 4 N 
conte, hat Ty Will unn be done, n 
which 'ſhews:that it as tothe a Kingdom d b he 
Spirit of God 3 and ithat alto in it, Man mould be re- 
froved to is "Primitive Parity: Or: otherwiſe the Will 
_ God could not te done in Barth, as it os un Hea- 
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E biene [Drophevies)in the Oh Teſhanent, yer unfall. 

hat thus the Kingdom, und Dominion, 

Dm. Cup. 7. nnd ache Oreatneſs 

V. 48. . helle Heaven (- 
the given'to the — 

net High, and 8 'by the Mord — —— 

een this Kingdom by the bower of Gu, 


1 an ſwered, Nhat other in nne ume 
1 pan. 2d. 34 Prophet, that thisWingtlomatiGed ſhould be 
, . EItabliſrel, by Stone unt vut-0f the Moun- 


«4m without Mands; tharthus che re 


Ife. 4. v. | Prophedies:that defuribe -a Glorious Reign of 
2,&c. Peace, under the Prince of Peace; inwhichithe 
- - »Liontand *he-Tiembiſhallzlie town together, 
anckSpeats ſhall be beat into runing Hooks, and Swords 
—— Plow Shares, and Nation no mare War: *ugainit 
ion. 


Triumphant Songs, by the Pfahmiſt, and dhe Prophets 

celebrating the joy ful e of -of the Melfiah 

And find how tu and :Solawen, erp. in 
their ſeveral:Stations, —.— this Prince chat ſhoultiſit 
; Orfthe Throne of David; and how that the Temple of 
_, Built without the _ of Ax or Hammer, was 


Typical 


W ound hirnBlonidurighire, whaRtly 0 Anf wor all e 


HF be: fulf 11/8, that the Bpivit of e 
be poured out on all Fleſh. And alfe theſe 


An ſhort, . voubd now Gi 2 Noble Thang. for whoſe | 
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down Heaven, and the Work ot Heaven 

2 _——— Induftry of Mew: 5 5 
And hom that when the Glory of "the 10rd ra Solamene 
Kew ae the Prieſts; out. of it, typify'd char i in this 
le of Got, which ſhould extend to the utmoſt 


the Earth, te Loud. himalf end be the 


— thereof, endl bis Law writ in every Mans Heart, fo 
that he ſhould have no more need fo Enquire of his 


| ns, fart ter avery; Man ſhould be a Prieſt unto 
| wr Jubfill that glocious Deſcription given by St. 


J. dor, and St. John, of a New oven, and. a New Earth, 


in 3 Ri 


om Heaven, | 
dlsbengg 4 of 15 — 2 8 a God tine fared 


| V the Sun in.the Kingdom of their Father, 


Chriſt, come, Lori Jeſus, come quickly. 
pins: Arg of the Church, 1 found 4 pa 41 
at Reign I fou 
the Nrophets that propheſyd af the Meflah's „ Dag 
Setting aut, ſhow he ſhould be eſtabliſhed on his Throne, 
with Juſtice and Judgment, and how be is to tread down 
bis Enemies in Tis Fury. And a very large Diſcription 


Ziven of the Terrors of that day of the Lord, in which 


ke ſhould viſit the Earth, for the Sins thereof; and alſo 
_ in ae New Teſtament, by Fobn the Baptiſt; where he 
Lays of aur Lord, that he ſhould thoraughly purge his 
Hloor, and burn up the Chaff in unquenchable Fire. And 
chat every Tree that brought not forth good Fruit, ſhould 
d hewn deum, and gat into the Fire. And by our 
Lord himſelf in that arable, that at the End of the World 
. — 80 forth, and gather the Tares from 
the Wheat. And chat of Enob, 

Ng Tord ſhauld come wäth Ten Taurus, Fo 
rand of his Saints to Execute * 
* Ce. 


Mes. of this Teaplrof the Lord, this. New 9 1 


| And chow we all to fay with the Spouſe af 
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And, 1 Can new fee how all this was typifyed by the 
Church of God, the Children of Iſrael being brought out 


7 


of Egypt by a ſtrong Hand, by terrible Judgments from 


Heaven. And that their Deliverance was by the Deſtructi- 


on of their Enemies; which, by the way, Anſwers all the 
Prophecies, that the Day of the Lord's Vengeance on the 
Wicked, is the time of the Redemption of his Choſen, 
ſiee Iſa. 63 and 4. and all the other Prophecies deſcri- 
„ Bay of Teftor; 7054 07 9557 binond $0 35 
And by this pouring out of the Spirit of God, and 


it being made evident how. our Lord 


it | | Jeſus, in this his 
Triumphant State, anſwers the utmo 


Hopes that the 


Jews could have of their Glorious Meſſiah; I can eaſily 


*conceive how the Jews ſhall be called, and the Fulneſs 


Souls. 


under one Shepherd Chriſt Jeſus; the great Biſhop of our 
In ſhort, I now, ſince I have had this key, can ſcarce 


dip any where into the Old and New Teſtaments; but I 
find ſomething pointing at this Reſtitution of all things. 


And ſince there has been à great Apoſtacy from the 


Chriſtian Purity; and there are Wars, and Rumours of 


Wars; and that the time is come, in which there is ſcarce 
Faith on Earth, of our Lord's Appearance to reſtore all 
things, all which was to precede the time of his coming, 
I could not ſee any Ground to conclude, why it ſhould 
not be now, as well as in the next Age, or longer,” 
And then finding amongſt theſe Prophets, an Extra- 
ordinary Spirit of Prayer and Praiſe unto God the 
Gifts of Prophecy, the Gift of EXhortation, the Gift of 
diſcerning Spirits, the Gift of Languages, and the Mini- 


ſtration of the ſame Spirit unto others, already Evident, 


and ſome Earneſts of the Gifts of Healing, all which were. 
Proofs that the Holy Spirit gave in the Apoſtles times; 
1 durſt not take upon me to ſay, that this was not the Cry 


that was to go forth at Midnight, ſaying, Behold the 
r 


Bridegroom cometh, g0 je forth ie meer bin. 
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me hat I can, to prepare my ſelf for his coming, that 


© 


I may not have my Oyl to buy, and my Lamp to trim 
when Iſhould enter in with hiãmmn. 
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of the Gemiles brought in, and all be made one Flock, 
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(4) , 
If this be not the true Cry, I am no Loſer, but if it 
be, I am a great Gainer. 


And tho in this Appearance there are ſome things Odd, | 


and not according to Mans Wiſdom, Yet having obſeryed 
that the Alwiſe, has at all times appeared ifi a manner 
different from what the Wiſe of the World expected. 
And has declared that he will confound the Wiſdom of 
the Wiſe, and bring to nothing the Underſtanding of the 


Prudent ; and there being ſhining Evidences of its being 


from God, I durſt not from ſome little Clouds that now 
and then ſeem to our Underſtandings, to darken 1ts Luftre, 
conclude, that God was not in it, or take upon me, in 
my faint Light, to determine what the Alwiſe, and uncon- 
trollable will, or will not do to us, that are worſe than 
the Duſt before him. | | | 
Sir, you'll pleaſe to pardon my Freedom, and I hope 
it will by this be Evident to you, that I have ſonie Reaſon 
to think favourably of the Prophets. 


Yours, &c. 
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